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helped a Viethnam veteran get compensation
with the Department of Veterans Affairs for a
$200,000 claim.

Among her many other responsibilities and
accomplishments include organizing work-
shops for Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als beneficiaries, and resolving thousands of
casework files.

Patricia is also devoted to the humane treat-
ment of animals. She heroically rescued a dog
that was hit by a car and abandoned in front
of my predecessor’s district office, taking the
injured dog home and making it a part of her
family.

Her coworkers and | have enjoyed working
with her and will miss her warm heart and sig-
nature elegance. Her compassion, persist-
ence, and dedication have left a lasting mark
on thousands of residents in my district and
the Los Angeles Harbor Region.

| am sure that | speak for the dozens of
people who have worked with Patricia
throughout her career in congratulating her
upon her retirement and extending our heart-
felt gratitude for her remarkable dedication to
public service.

———

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE RE-
TIREMENT OF COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR SHANE LAKE

HON. KURT SCHRADER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 2, 2017

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Command Ser-
geant Major Shane Lake on his retirement
from the Oregon Army National Guard.

Born in Farmington, New Mexico Command
Sergeant Major Lake enlisted in the United
States Army in 1990. Currently, he serves as
the State Command Sergeant Major for the
Oregon Army National Guard. While serving
his country, Command Sergeant Major Lake
also worked to earn a Bachelor of Science in
Social Science with a minor in Psychology
from Portland State University, and works as
a Field Sales Engineer in the electronics in-
dustry.

Among his countless assignments through-
out his exemplary military career, Command
Sergeant Major Lake spent multiple overseas
deployments to the Middle East and com-
pleted a number of humanitarian missions
throughout the world. A highly decorated vet-
eran, just some of his service awards include
the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Iraq
Campaign Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal, the Meritorious
Service Medal, and the Army Commendation
Medal to name a few.

Command Sergeant Major Lake represents
our very best that the great state of Oregon
and our country have to offer. The State of Or-
egon, the Oregon National Guard, and his sol-
diers will miss the experience and leadership
he brought to every mission.

| humbly thank Command Sergeant Major
Lake for his many years of service to the
State of Oregon as well as to our country.
May his deserved retirement treat him well.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2ND
ANNUAL BARN BLAST

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 2, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize the 2nd An-
nual Barn Blast, a local fundraising event in
Leesburg, Virginia, for the INMED Family &
Youth Opportunity Center. The INMED Oppor-
tunity Center is a program aimed to liberate
children from the irreparable damages of hun-
ger, abuse, and insecurity. They strive to
equip struggling children with the skills and vi-
sion they need to build a future filled with op-
portunity and hope, and | am grateful for their
service to our youth, the next generation of
leaders.

INMED Opportunity Center, located in Ster-
ling, Virginia, is a part of a program of INMED
Partnerships for Children, an international hu-
manitarian organization, established in 1986.
The INMED Partnerships for Children was
founded with the goal of tackling the pressing
needs of children in the developed and devel-
oping world. The Opportunity Center serves as
a crucial part of this larger organization as it
offers a plethora of programs to support fami-
lies in need in Loudoun County. Some exam-
ples include after-school academic and enrich-
ment programs, summer camps, family edu-
cation and support, career skills training,
homelessness support, and mentoring.

This second annual fundraiser is an event
that has garnered a great deal of popularity
and community involvement. Located at the
Murray Hill Estate in Leesburg, the event fea-
tures live music, barbecue, dancing, and live
and silent auctions. It is entertaining, commu-
nity events, like the 2nd Annual Barn Blast
event, that have helped this organization thrive
and build its essential presence in our commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in rec-
ognizing the 3rd Annual Barn Blast and the
INMED Family & Youth Opportunity Center
and in thanking them for their commitment and
service to our community. The efforts and con-
tributions from the staff, volunteers, corporate
sponsors, and our community are truly exem-
plary, and | wish them all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors.

TOWN OF MILAN, MAY 28, 2017

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 2, 2017

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD a speech | delivered in Milan on May
28, 2017.

Memorial Day. A day of remembrance to
our fallen soldiers. A day when all Ameri-
cans are reminded of those who gave their
lives to defend our freedoms. This day is per-
haps best honored by the phrase uttered by
Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg. They gave
to the cause of liberty, he said, ‘“‘their last
full measure of devotion.”

Memorial Day is significant in that it is an
enduring reminder of those who gave their
lives for our nation. We live in a time when
only a small percentage of American fami-
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lies have someone who is serving on either
active duty or in the reserves. As such, it is
all the more important that we gather to-
gether on this solemn day to honor their sac-
rifice.

So on this day, our obligation is not just to
remember. It is also to teach our children
and grandchildren that our liberty is more
than just the words of the Declaration of
Independence, and the Constitution and its
Bill of Rights. Those documents are the
foundation stones of our system of govern-
ment and the truth that governments derive
their powers from the people and not the
other way around. And further that the in-
alienable rights we enjoy as a free people
come from God and not from government.

But none of this would be possible without
the sacrifice of those we remember today. In-
scribed on statuary at the National Archives
Building in Washington is the phrase ‘‘Eter-
nal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty.” We
need to constantly remind ourselves that
freedom is not free. Our liberties are guaran-
teed us by our Constitution and Bill of
Rights; but they were also made possible by
the determination of multiple generations of
Americans who answered their nation’s call
and who defended our liberties to the last
breath on the fields of battle.

We stand on the shoulders of the fallen
today. We owe them our eternal gratitude;
our respect; and that their collective sac-
rifice is forever etched onto our collective
memories.

I recently read a quote attributed to the
son of a U.S. soldier killed in Afghanistan.
He said of his father: “‘his life was not taken:
it was given to his country.”

His life was not taken: it was given to his
country. He gave his life to defend our na-
tion, so that others of us can live in freedom
and liberty. That truly sums up what we
should always remember about those we
honor on Memorial Day. May God Bless our
fallen soldiers; may God Bless our Veterans;
and may God Bless the United States of
America.

HONORING NATHAN RILEY

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 2, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Riley. Na-
than is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Nathan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has served his troop as the Senior Patrol
Leader, become a Brotherhood member of the
Order of the Arrow, and earned the rank of
Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Nathan has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Nathan led a team in
constructing a 52-foot free span truss bridge,
first by removing the old, deteriorated wooden
bridge, then designing and constructing two
concrete revetments, assembling 2,800
pounds of steel trusses, decking the bridge,
and having it all laid into place by a 90-ton
crane. The project earned Nathan the Eagle
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